
 

  

 
Warm Up 
Play "two truths and a lie". To play, one by one, each person in the circle says three statements 
about him/herself. Two of these statements must be facts, or "truths," and one must be a lie. The 
other members then try to guess which statement is the lie. 
 
Digging Deeper 
Read Romans 3:21-26. Paul opens this new section of Romans with the words "But now." What shift 
in emphasis do these words signal? 
 
How can the solution to ungodliness and unrighteousness be both 'apart from the law" and testified 
to by the law and prophets (v.21)? 
 
If you were the person sentenced to the death penalty, what would the word "justify" mean? If you 
were a slave, what would the word "redemption" mean to you? If you were a Jew who brought a 
yearly sacrifice to "postpone" God's judgment mean to you, what would the word "propitiation" 
mean to you?  
 
In verse 25 Paul combines three references to worship at the temple: "put forward" or "presented 
him" (as a priest would put forth the showbread on the altar), the "place of mercy" or the "mercy 
seat" (the center of God's presence in the Holy of Holies), and the blood (or death) of the sacrificed 
animal for atonement of sin. 
 
How do these three images further reveal the way in which God has now, at last, been faithful to 
His age-old covenant plan?   
 
Read Romans 3:27-31. How does this section break down barriers between Jews and Gentiles?  
 
Next Steps  
This passage explains the very foundation of the Christian faith. If you had a minute in an elevator 
to explain to someone how we can be right with God, what would you say?  
 
What, apart from Christ, might you be tempted to boast in as the grounds of your confidence or 
self-worth today? How will you ensure you boast only in Christ?  
 
Final Thoughts 
Augustine of Hippo, Martin Luther, John Calvin, John Wesley, Karl Barth — This passage, changed 
their lives...and world history. How is the message of grace impacting your life?  
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