
 

 Warm Up 

If you received a letter from Paul (a missionary) saying he wanted to visit your family or small 

group, what would you want to ask him about?  
 

Digging Deeper 

Read Romans 1:1-17. Paul introduces in his greeting several thoughts in verses 1-7 that he will 

expand on later in the letter. What themes are mentioned?  
 

In what different ways does Paul express his affection for the Romans (vv.8-15)?  
 

What do these verses reveal about Paul's relationship with God?  
 

Reading between the lines, what is the problem in the church in Rome that Paul addresses in this 

letter?  
 

Why would news about the faith of the Roman church have spread far and wide?  
 

This passage uses important words like gospel, salvation, righteousness, and faith. How are these 

terms related to each other?  

 

Next Steps  

Focus on Paul's declaration in verses 16-17. What do these verses reveal about the power of the 

gospel?  
 

In what situations do you find yourself being ashamed of the gospel? How could verses 16-17 turn 

that to eagerness next time?  
 

Think about a sin you struggle with. How are you rejecting the gospel when you sin in that way? 

How will believing the gospel transform the next struggle you face?  
 

Verse 17 introduces the key words righteousness or justice, which have the same root. The biblical 

idea of God's justice is that He will put right all the wrongs of the world. He promised to do this in a 

covenant He made long ago to Abraham and his family, a promise ultimately realized in Abraham's 

great descendant, Jesus.  
 

How does the good news about Jesus show God's justice? 
 

In practical terms, what does the famous phrase "The righteous will live by faith" mean?  

When did the death of Christ on the cross take on personal meaning to you?  
 

Final Thoughts 

What power have you seen the gospel exercise in your life? What power would you like it to have?  

 

In verse 8 Paul says, "First, I thank God through Jesus Christ for all of you." Who can you thank  

God for and why? Take time right now to do that.  
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